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The Brown Corpus
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The Brown Family
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Studies of Variation and Change with 
the Brown family
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Why build another corpus (and why 
now?)

� )'(
��������	������������	�
�	��	�	���������������	���������������	�
��	������	��4�

� &��	
��������
��������
������	�������	�����
����������������	�

� &�*+��	�����������������	�������������
����������������������	� 	����0���	�5��
�������������������670�#�

� )	����������, �������������	������������
����	���������������������
������
�����
�����8	9



Building the BE06 Corpus: 
Collecting files from the web
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Genre Sources used

A Press: Reportage
LexisnexisB Press: Editorial

C Press: Reviews

D Religion Blackwell and Cambridge publishers. Parish 
magazines.

E Skills, Trades and Hobbies Websites for magazines (Go Fishing, MacUser, Best 
Scottish Weddings etc)

F Popular Lore Random House, Orion, NHS direct, political party 
websites, The Guardian

G Belles Lettres, Biographies, 
Essays

Random House, Orion, The Economist, Metalib, 
Oxford, Blackwell, Sage

H Miscellaneous: Gov. docs, 
industrial reports etc

Parliament websites (e.g. Home Office), Company 
websites (e.g. British Airways)

J Academic prose Metalib/Google Scholar

K General Fiction Random House and Orion.

L Mystery and Detective Fiction Individual author’s websites

M Science Fiction Author’s websites

N Adventure and Western Random House, Orion

P Romance and Love story Author’s websites

R Humour Random House, Orion



Problems encountered
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Year span needed to be expanded
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Defining British texts
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Formatting
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Record keeping
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Distribution
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CQP interface







Analysis – comparing LOB and FLOB 
to BE06
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First person pronouns (singular)
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First person pronouns (plural)
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Second person pronouns
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Third person pronouns (male)
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Third person pronouns (female)
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Third person pronouns (plural)
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First person pronouns across 3 genres 
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Keywords – grammatical words
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Keywords – lexical words
Category FLOB (1990s) BE06
people lady girls, Mum, guy, kids, parents, Dad, 

students, children, mothers, girlfriend
identity English, French, American, 

German, Soviet, Japanese
disability, disabilities, gender, ethnicity, 
teenage, age, aged

places America, Germany, Singapore UK, EU, Afghanistan

leisure theatre, opera, painting, dolls poker, football, games, marathon, team, 
fans

negative 
concepts

war, extinction crime, terrorism, victims, flood, 
offending

finance/
management

industry, industrial, capitalist, 
market, sales, wage, debtor, 
company, manufacturing, 
property, freehold

jobcentre, welfare, funding, 
stakeholders, key, businesses, support, 
access, agency, challenge, challenges, 
outcomes

religion Baptists, church, churches, 
Eucharist

God



Keywords - categories in FLOB but 
empty in BE06
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UK voter turnout: 1945-2005



Keywords – categories in BE06 but not 
found in FLOB
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Conclusion
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Conclusion
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Some points on sampling
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