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The Brown Family
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Studies of Variation and Change with
the Brown family
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Why build another corpus (and why
now?)
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Building the BEO6 Corpus:
Collecting files from the web
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Genre Sources used

A | Press: Reportage

B | Press: Editorial Lexisnexis

C | Press: Reviews

D | Religion Blackwell and Cambridge publishers. Parish
magazines.

E | Skills, Trades and Hobbies Websites for magazines (Go Fishing, MacUser, Best
Scottish Weddings etc)

F | Popular Lore Random House, Orion, NHS direct, political party
websites, The Guardian

G | Belles Lettres, Biographies, Random House, Orion, The Economist, Metalib,

Essays Oxford, Blackwell, Sage
H | Miscellaneous: Gov. docs, Parliament websites (e.g. Home Office), Company
industrial reports etc websites (e.g. British Airways)

J | Academic prose Metalib/Google Scholar

K | General Fiction Random House and Orion.

L | Mystery and Detective Fiction | Individual author’'s websites

M | Science Fiction Author’s websites

N | Adventure and Western Random House, Orion

P | Romance and Love story Author’s websites

R | Humour Random House, Orion




Problems encountered
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Year span needed to be expanded
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Defining British texts
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Formatting
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Record keeping
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Distribution
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So thew started talking | and realising that the bonds of friendship could be reforged . and so could the band . The period after

2 A0l realising that the bonds of friendship could be reforged .. and so could the band . The period after the Wets saw Marti batiling and

3 All planned to marry her fiance | Simon Euddy next vear . but could not even hold her son on his first birthday because of the

& AD1 all-clear after nine months of intensive chemotherapy . Despite being told she could not expect to have children , Miss Wynne gave birth
—— to Daniel

5 AQ2 answer just one question , not the many . All of this could have been resobved quickly but there will now be many unanswered questions

6 A2 and a Pounds 2,300 fine if vou do n't COMPULSORY identity cards could cost everv adult in Britain more than Pounds 100 each | it

T A2 And forgetting to tell the authorities about a change of address could mean a Pounds 1,000 fine . The Bill also reveals that ID

3 AD2 reveals that ID cards | originally priced at about Pounds 80 | could become compulsory sooner than predicted . Ministers had said they

would wait

9 AD2 E;;t the Bill makes no reference to this and ministers admitted they could bring forward the crucial switch . Mr Blunkett believes the cards

10 A2 the cost to individuals forced to buy or renew their cards could rise well above the Government 's 'best estimate’ of Pounds 85 .

11 A2 the Government 's 'best estimate’ of Pounds 85 . The middle classes could also be made to subsidise the poor , with cheaper cards for

12 AD2 maxnm;m jail sentence , while those obtaining or possessing a card fraudulently could be jailed for two vears . as could officials who
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Analysis — comparing LOB and FLOB
to BEOG




First person pronouns (singular)
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First person pronouns (plural)
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Second person pronouns




Third person pronouns (male)
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Third person pronouns (female)




Third person pronouns (plural)
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First person pronouns across 3 genres







Keywords — grammatical words
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Keywords — lexical words

ategory

FLOB (1990s)

BEOG

eople

lady

girls, Mum, guy, kids, parents, Dad,
students, children, mothers, girlfriend

identity

English, French, American,
German, Soviet, Japanese

disability, disabilities, gender, ethnicity,

teenage, age, aged

places America, Germany, Singapore UK, EU, Afghanistan
leisure theatre, opera, painting, dolls poker, football, gamesthwm, team,
fans

negative war, extinction crime, terrorism, victims, flood,

concepts offending

finance/ industry, industrial, capitalist, |jobcentre, welfare, funding,

management | market, sales, wage, debtor, |stakeholders, key, businesses, suppc
company, manufacturing, access, agency, challenge, challenge
property, freehold outcomes

religion Baptists, church, churches, |God

Eucharist
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Keywords - categories in FLOB but
empty in BEOG




UK voter turnout: 1945-2005




Keywords — categories in BEO6 but not
found in FLOB
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Conclusion
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Conclusion
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Some points on sampling
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